May 21, 2018

Dear Michigan Legislature,

In May 2014 | was diagnosed with HIV, and since then | have committed my life to

- support and educate others on and around HIV and AIDS, With working in HIV Prevention and
working around Michigan, | learned that the laws make people not want to get HIV tested and
treated for HIV/AIDS because of stigma and fear. When | was diagnosed | thought | was going to
die and possibly spread the disease to others, but was | wrong! With science and medication we
have come a long way and it is not talked about enough. It is time to change the laws around
HIV and AIDS because they are out dated and do more harm than good. As a person educating
the community, working with people diagnosed with HIV, and as a person living with HIV it is
important to change the laws to better help and support our communities in Michigan.

Sincerely,
%V,U't I%J/VWW .

Levi Berkshire, CHW

629 Pioneer Street, Suite 200 185 E. Main Street, Suite 604

Cormmunity AIDS Resource and Education Services

Kalamazoo MI 49008 www.CARESswm.org Benton Harbor MI 49022
260.381.2437 or 800.544.2437 269.927.2437 or 800.663.2437
fax: 269.381.4050 fax: 269.927.4992

e bS]



